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Ridgid and Ryobi Handheld Electric Tools 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
          
 
    Example = 41st week of 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  Example = 2

nd
 week of 2011 

 
 
 

0841 

CS11025D476458 

Year 
Week in 
the Year 

Year 

Week 
in the 
Year 

Old Serial Code Format 

New Serial Code Format 

http://www.ridgid.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ryobi_logo.png
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                             Example = 3

rd
 week in 2012 

 
 
 

 

12033D250021 

Ridgid, Ryobi and Homelite Outdoor Power Tools 

New Serial Number Format  

Week during the year of 
manufacture 

First 2 numbers 
indicate year manuf.  

Original Serial Number Format  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ryobi_logo.png
http://www.ridgid.com/
http://www.homelite.com/
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Toro and Lawnboy Outdoor Power Tools 
 
 

 
 
 

A. 
 Serial # format prior to 2010 all start with a 2 
 The next digit(s) represent the year of manufacture 
 There is no month captured in the serial # 
 Use January 1 as the default month and day 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
                                  Example = 2006 (no month or day captured in serial #) 
 
 
 
 
 
B. 

 Serial # format beginning in 2010 all start with a 3   
 The next 2 digit(s) represent the year of manufacture 
 There is no month captured in the serial # 
 Use January 1 as the default month and day 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                            Example = 2010 (no month or day captured in serial #) 
 
 
 

Year of manufacture 

Year of manufacture 

http://www.toro.com/en-us
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Echo Outdoor Power Tools 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Month and Year 
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Milwaukee Handheld Electric Tools 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Example: 790A492271001 = 27

th
 week of 1992 

 
 
              
 
 
 Example: 790AA492271001 = 27 week of 1992 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week Year  

http://www.milwaukeetool.com/
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Milwaukee - Reading Battery Pack Date Codes 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Product Description Where to Find 

http://www.milwaukeetool.com/
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Briggs & Stratton Power Tools 

 
 

Code Location Model 12 Quantum Location 

 
 

Code Location OHV model 9 &10-500 Series 

 

 

http://www.briggsandstratton.com/
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Briggs & Stratton Power Tools 

 
How to Read the Date Code 

 
 
 

Example - November 16, 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year Month Day 

http://www.briggsandstratton.com/
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Honda Outdoor Power 

 
 

 
To look up a Honda date code you need access to the Honda web 
portal which TRC technicians don’t have.  Please email the repair tag 
number and serial number to repair@homedepot.com.  Your support 
team will verify the date code through the Honda web portal, and 
provide you with all necessary information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:repair@homedepot.com
http://engines.honda.com/
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How to Read the Date Code 
 

 
You will typically find 1-3 ways to read the date code on a Husky unit.   
 
Figure A: This is the format you will see on most of the older model Husky units.  The date is 
derived from the first (4) numbers on the serial barcode.  The first two represent the year, while 
the second two represent the week.  In this example the units manufacture date would be the 
15th week of 2013.  
 
Figure B & C:  One of these two formats is more common on newer Husky units.  Each one 
clearly breaks out the Month and the Year of manufacture. 
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How to Read the Date Code 
 

You will typically find 1-3 ways to read the date code on DeWALT units 
depending on the age and equipment type. 
 
Figure A: This is the format you will see on most large equipment types such as air 
compressors. The manufacture date will be imbedded in the first four digits of the serial 
barcode. The first two will be the year followed by the next two which are the week. This unit 
was manufactured in the 32nd week of 2008. 
 
Figure B & C:  One of these two formats is more common on smaller handheld electric 
equipment types.  Figure B is an example of an older handheld electric (corded drill) unit where 
DeWALT chose to stamp the manufacture date on the underside or belly of the unit.  This 
example would read as the 50th week of 2012.  Figure C which is more common on newer units 
(especially battery powered) is an example of the date printing on the lip of the battery terminal 
connection.  Dates will always read as the year first followed by the two digit week. 
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How to Read the Date Code 
 
 

Date codes for Makita branded products can be derived from the serial 
number which is most often visible on a reflective strip within the 
product information sticker.  The date code does differ slightly between 
tools and batteries. 
 
Handheld Tools: The date code is derived from the first four digits on the serial number.   

 First Two Digits = Year 

 Second Two Digits = Month 
 
Batteries:  The date code is derived from the first four digits on the serial number 

 First Two Digits = Year 

 Second Two Digits = Week 
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How to Read the Date Code 
 

Serial numbers for Paslode tools are not found on a sticker, but rather 
etched into the tool itself.  The date code is derived from the first four 
digits of the serial number. 
 

 First Two Digits = Year 

 Second Two Digits = Month 
 

In the example below, the date code associated with this nailer would 
be September (09) of 2010 (10). 
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How to Read the Date Code 
 

Deciphering the date code on Hitachi units is a slightly different process from most 
other OEM’s because Hitachi uses letters to represent certain months of the year.  
The date code will always be found in the first 3 digits of the serial number.  Newer 
models start with a “Q”.  If the serial number starts with a “Q”, the date code is 
derived from the following 3 digits. 
 

 January – September = 1through 9 chronologically 

 October, November, December = O, N, D 

 The digit following the month = Year 

2010 = 0 / 2011 = 1 / 2012 = 2 / 2013 = 3 / 2014 = 4 

 
In the example below, the date code would read as November (N) of 2013 (3). 
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How to Read the Date Code 
 

Date codes for MTD, Yard-Man, Yard Machines, Bolens, and White Outdoor tools 
are deciphered from the 11 character serial number.  The second, third, fourth, 
and fifth characters of the serial number indicate the date of manufacture.  In the 
case below, the D.O.M. is December 15th, 2004. 
 

 L = Month (December; L is the 12th letter of the alphabet 

 15 = Day of the Month 

 0 – Year (Last digit of a particular year; zero indicates 2000, 2010, etc…) 
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How to Read the Date Code 
 

Date codes for EGO products are similar to Ridgid and Ryobi date codes in that 
they are derived from the first four digits of the serial number.  Serial numbers will 
always begin with a “U”.  The next values represent the year and the week of 
manufacture.  Please reference the example below. 
 

 First two numerical values are “14” which represents the year 2014 

 The third and fourth values are “03” which represent the third week of the 
year 

 
This unit was manufactured during the third week of 2014. 
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How to Read the Date Code 
 

Each Pramac generator has a unit identifier sticker which labels the Model 
Number, Serial Number, Manufacture Date, Voltage, Peak Power, and Cont. 
Power.  The Manufacture Date is located on the same line as the Serial Number 
at the very end.  The month will always be listed before the year.  The example 
below is taken from a unit manufactured in June of 2004 
 
 

 06 represents the sixth month of the year (June) 

 04 represents the year (2004) 

 This unit was manufactured in June of 2004 
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How to Read the Date Code 
 

The easiest way to pull the date of manufacture for Generac units is to read 
directly from the ECI (Emission Control Information) sticker.  An annual month to 
month listing is located at the bottom of each sticker.  The year of manufacture will 
be clearly printed, while the month will be marked with a triangular indicator on a 
month to month listing.  The unit below was manufactured in October of 2011. 
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How to Read the Date Code 
 

Similar to Generac units, the easiest way to pull the date of manufacture for a 
Smarter Tools unit is to read directly from the ECI (Emission Control Information) 
sticker.  The year of production will be listed in the bottom left corner of the sticker.  
The month will be marked with a bold circle on the numerical month to month list.  
The unit below was manufactured in June of 2013. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


